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April Newsletter 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. We hope you enjoyed a nice Easter with your family. This 
COVID pandemic has forced us to consider what is important in our lives. We 
long for connection and belonging. For those of us who typically work outside 
the home, this new found time with our families allows us an opportunity to 
deepen our relationships with each other. However, it has also meant a loss of 
routine and connections with colleagues. In these challenging times we are 
faced with practicing patience, 
understanding and developing 
resiliency . 

A greater gift in all of this  is if we 
take advantage of this time to be 
still as we physically distance 
ourselves. These times of stillness 
invite us to pray and in our stillness 
allow God to speak to us, to bring 
us comfort and peace.  

Jesus shows us the importance of 
moments through the Easter story. 
The significance of breaking bread 
with those closest to Him and the prayer which helped Him during His darkest 
hour are examples of these moments.  His time on the cross reminds us that we 
may all have crosses to bare but we can overcome this as evidenced in Jesus’ 
resurrection. The Easter season fills us with hope and joy because death has 
been overcome. Let us be reminded of hope as we continue to be isolated 
during this pandemic. Just like Jesus, remember to pray when times seem 
difficult, and remember to trust that Jesus is walking with us through these 
challenging times. 

 
 



Let us pray, 

“Filled with awe and great joy, the women came quickly away from the tomb and ran to tell his disciples.” 
(Mt 28:8) 
Help us to recognize your hope filled presence in our lives. 
 
“And suddenly, coming to meet them, was Jesus.” (Mt 28:9) 
Help us to recognize your hope filled presence in our lives. 
 
“And look, I am with you always, yes, until the end of time.” (Mt 28:20) 
Help us to recognize your hope filled presence in our lives. 
 
“Did not our hearts burn within us as he talked to us on the road?” (Lk 24:32) 
Help us to recognize your hope filled presence in our lives. 
 
“Mary turned around and saw Jesus there, though she did not realize that it was Jesus.” (Jn 20:14) 
Help us to recognize your hope filled presence in our lives. 
 
“…there stood Jesus on the shore.” (Jn 21:4) 
Help us to recognize your hope filled presence in our lives. 
 
“Jesus stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you!...’” (Lk 24:36-39) 
Help us to recognize your hope filled presence in our lives. 

Jesus you are risen! You are with us!  

Keep us ever mindful of how you are a part of our lives in a deep and profound way. Surprise us with a 
touch of your love in places where we never thought that we would find you. Fill our hearts with hope. 
May the gift of your presence transform every ordinary moment of ours into a sacred place where you 
dwell. Help us to see this gift through the eyes of faith. 

Fill us with your peace. Amen 

(Thank you to Providence Centre for allowing me to use this prayer and to author Joyce Rupp who 
provided the inspiration for this piece.) 

We apologize for getting this newsletter out so late as we transitioned to remote 
learning our focus has been on getting everyone connected.  

 
Patricia Opyr                 Laurie Bonanni-McGee 
Principal                             Assistant Principal 
 

Demonstration of Learning  
 
What a great turn out of parents for our Demonstration of Learning. Thank you 
for taking time to celebrate your child’s learning with us. 
 
Please note that teachers continue to update their assessment data through 
progress checks and summative reports in PowerTeacherPro to support remote 

 
 



learning. Take some time to look over the 
comments your child’s teacher is 
providing relative to the outcomes and 
assignments your child has been working 
on in Google Classroom.  
 
Thank you to the new parents who came 
out for our Open House, we look forward 
to seeing you next year as you join Our 
Lady of Victories family. Winner of the 
spring basket was Zoie Nickason. 

Congratulations! 
 

Truth - Turtle 
 
This month's sacred teaching is Truth. The 
teaching of Truth is associated with the TURTLE 
-To know truth is to know and understand all of 
the original laws as given by the Creator- and to 
remain faithful to them. It is said that in the 
beginning, when the Creator made man and 
gave him the seven sacred laws, the 
Grandmother Turtle was present to ensure that 
the laws would never be lost or forgotten.  
 
On the back of a Turtle are the 13 moons, each representing the truth of one 
cycle of the Earth's rotations around the sun. The shell of the Turtle represents the 
events as created by the Higher Power, and serves as a reminder of the 
Creator's will and teachings (Solomon, 2011). 
 

Telus World of Science Field Trips and Inquiry School 
 
Our students all enjoyed their time at Telus World of Science. Experiences 
included Legends of the Northern Sky in the Zeidler Dome theatre, Building and 
construction tales, the forensics lab, CuriousCITY, Jerusalem and Born to be Wild 
3D and other learning centre/classroom activities. It was a fun-filled week 
sending back excited students wanting to share stories about their time there. 
 

Numeracy Week - March 9th - 13th 
 
Students engaged with some challenging riddles on morning announcements. 
 
 



Some of our students were not easily fooled and solved the riddles easily. 
Teachers took the opportunity to have students revisit some of the math games 
they have been taught to practise their math facts and encouraged families to 
play the games at home as well. It was a fun week to celebrate math for all our 
student mathematicians out there.  
 

STEEM Conference - March 14th- Cancelled 
 
Due to the pandemic and restriction on public gatherings, the BEST Conference 
was cancelled. Parents who paid for their children to attend, will receive a 
credit on their Powerschool account. We understand how disappointing this was 
for our students but Mrs. McGee is looking forward to taking students next year!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Patrick’s Day - March 17th 
 

Nasty trick not being able to come to school. 
 

Earth Day - April 22 

Earth Day comes at a wondrous time 
of year as the geese return honking as 
they pass overhead. The birds happily 
chirping away amongst the trees and 
shrubs. Families working out in the 
yards clearing away the remains of 
winter and making room for the new 
growth we see appearing. 

 
 



As the children are at home with their learning, help them to appreciate and 
receive this new life God offers just as was offered through Jesus' resurrection. 
Let’s remember to look after the great gift of the earth God has provided us. 
 

School Council News April 28th 
 
The next meeting will take place on April 28th at 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. via video 
conferencing through Teams. The meeting has been rescheduled from April 15th 
to allow time for Mrs. Opyr to provide an update on student enrolment and class 
configurations. A link to join the meeting will be sent by our SAC secretary. 
 
We look forward to seeing our school council reps join us again through this 
video conference. We will also be finalizing some school expenditures for 
reimbursement and will need enough parents to vote.  
 
Pat Quast had organized a Subway lunch for our students. However as we were 
not at school this did not take place. We are still determining how best to handle 
the money that did come in. 
 

Library Update 

Just when we get the library up and running the students aren’t here to enjoy 
access. Too bad! Teachers have provided books for home reading 
 

Student Leadership 
 
The Social Justice Leadership Club held a very 
successful  popcorn sale during the Demo of 
Learning on March 12. They raised $259.00  which 
helped support our foster child and the  homeless 
of Edmonton. Thank you to all who supported this 
great cause and a huge thank you to our 
Leadership students! These acts of charity help us 
all grow closer in relationship with God.  
 

Congratulations to A. Janvier and J. Quast who won the Snow Valley ski passes. I 
hope you had a chance to enjoy a trip to the ski hill. Popcorn sale funds also 

 
 



included the ticket sale money for the passes. 
 

Jump Rope for Heart Prizes 
 
Our Jump Rope for Heart school fundraiser has concluded. Final prizes  will be 
distributed once we are back at school.  
 

Parish News 
 
Father Dean sends us an Easter message as we experience our faith community 
remotely: 
 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yBWDlQd0fYf2r9A0byx9kopN9Ws2dJyR/view 
 
Rev. Fr. Dean Dowle  
 
stjohnevangelist.edm@caedm.ca 
Pastoral Assistant: Sophie Ogle 
sophie.ogle@caedm.ca 
  
780.452.3988  
9830 – 148 Street Edmonton, AB. T5N 3E8 

 
 www.stjohnevangelist.edm.caedm.ca 
 
 
 
Congratulations to our 
students who received 

their Sacrament of 
Confirmation in May! 
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Monthly School Calendar 

 
 

March 16 -   School closed for students due to COVID 

March 16-20  Teachers and students begin remote learning 

March 30 - April 3  Materials available for pick up at the school 

April 15  SAC meeting cancelled 

April 22  Earth Day 

April 28  SAC rescheduled virtual meeting 

 

 
 


